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TITLE 5 

 
HEALTH AND SANITATION 

 
 
Chapters: 
 
 5.04 Maintenance of Real Property 
 5.08 Septic Tanks 
 5.12 Littering 
 5.16 Solid Waste Collection 
 5.20 Open Burning 
 5.24 Trash Containment and Disposal   
  
 
 
 CHAPTER 5.04 
 
 MAINTENANCE OF REAL PROPERTY 
 
Sections: 
 
 5.04.01 Definitions 
 5.04.02 Clearance of unsightly and unsanitary conditions on real property 
 5.04.03 Notice 

5.04.04 Clearance by city upon refusal by owner; costs 
5.04.05 Imminent health or safety hazard 
5.04.06 Punishment 

  
 5.04.01 Definitions As used in this ordinance: 
  
 Abandoned means that property to which no person claims or exercises the rights of 
ownership. 
 
 Appliances shall mean, but are not limited to, refrigerators, deep freezes, stoves, ovens, 
air-conditioners, washers, dryers, trash compactors, dishwashers, televisions, radios, hot-water 
heaters and plumbing fixtures. 
 
 Building material shall mean, but is not limited to, items such as boards, bricks, cement, 
nails, pipe, sheet metal, siding, tar paper and windows which have never been incorporated into a 
structure or which have been removed from a structure and may be readily incorporated into  
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another structure.  This article applies only to building material which lies in public view and 
with respect to which its owner has no definite immediate plans for its use. 
 
 Building rubbish refers to any post-construction solid waste which because of its 
quantity, quality or condition cannot be readily and immediately put to a beneficial use. 
 
 Garbage shall mean all normal kitchen waste such as vegetable and animal wastes and 
their by-products, but does not include sewage and human body wastes. 
 
 Junk motor vehicle shall mean any vehicle which is inoperable, dismantled, or damaged 
and that is unable to start and move under its own power.  Vehicles are excluded as long as they 
are registered and bear a current license permit.  (Ord. No. 461, Sec. 1.) 
 
 Inoperative refers to an item which, by mechanical or physical defect, can no longer be 
used for its intended purpose, and which is not serving a functional purpose, and as specifically 
applied to motor vehicles, refers to any motor vehicle which is inoperable, dismantled or 
damaged, and is unable to start or move under its own power. 
 
 Motor vehicle shall mean every device capable of being moved upon a public way and 
in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a public 
way, excepting devices moved by human or animal power or used exclusively upon stationary 
rails or tracks.  Any vehicle which is registered and bears a current license permit is exempt from 
this article. 
 
 Rubbish shall mean brush, grass, leaves and other normal yard refuse, paper, cans, 
bottles and empty food and drink containers. 
 
 Things include, but are not limited to the following items: Abandoned or inoperative 
motor vehicles; abandoned or inoperative household or commercial appliances; abandoned 
furniture; building materials; building rubbish; defective septic tanks; human or animal 
excrement; metal, plastic or paper containers. 
 
 Unsanitary shall mean that a place, condition or thing is unsanitary when it might 
become a breeding place for flies, mosquitoes and germs harmful to the health of the community. 
 
 Unsightly shall mean that a place, condition or thing is unsightly when it is in public 
view and offends the then prevailing standard of the community as a whole, and not limited to a 
specific area, as to aesthetics or order. 
 
 Weeds shall mean any vegetation, lush or decayed, regardless of its beauty of utility and 
regardless of the fact that it might serve as a sanctuary for animals beneficial to man, which, 
because of its natural condition or lack of maintenance by its owner, has or threatens the health  
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and safety of the community because of the rubbish accumulated within it or because it has  
become a sanctuary for animals or insects (rats and mosquitoes, for example) known to be 
carriers of filth and disease.  (Ord. No. 141, Sec. 1.) 
 
 5.04.02 Clearance of unsightly and unsanitary conditions of real property All owners of 
lots or other real property within the corporate limits of the city are hereby required to cut grass, 
weeds and brush; remove all brush, limbs, leaves, logs, trash, garbage, rubbish and debris; 
remove any abandoned or junk motor vehicles, motor vehicle, construction, industrial or farm 
equipment; remove any abandoned or inoperative household or commercial appliance, 
abandoned furniture, building materials, building rubbish, defective septic tanks, human or 
animal excrement and metal, plastic and paper containers; and eliminate, fill up or remove 
stagnant pools of water or other liquids or any other unsanitary thing, place or condition upon 
their real property.  It shall be unlawful for the owner or occupant of real property to permit the 
accumulation or development of any of the foregoing things or conditions within the city limits.  
Failure to comply with this section shall constitute a nuisance.  (Ord. No. 141, Sec. 2, Ord. No. 
461, Sec. 2.) 
 
 5.04.03 Notice   
 
 A. Any owner of a lot or other real property within the corporate limits of the city 

who fails to comply with 5.04.02 will be notified of such failure and the resultant 
nuisance in writing.  Such writing shall specify the nuisance existing and indicate 
the abatement or removal required.  In addition, it shall state the action which the 
city may take in the event the owner fails or refuses to remove or abate the 
nuisance.  Notice must also be sent to lien holders.  Notice to owners shall be 
sufficient if sent to the owner’s address of record with the applicable county 
treasurer or collector.  Notice to lien holders is sufficient if the notice is sent to the 
lien holder’s address shown in relevant land records.  Except as otherwise 
provided, all notices shall be issued by a police officer employed by the city, the 
City Attorney, or the Code Enforcement Officer employed by the city.  Except as 
otherwise provided, all notices shall be sent via regular mail and via certified 
mail, with a return receipt requested, by the Municipal Recorder or Clerk or such 
other person as designated by the governing body of this municipality.  (Ord. No. 
461, Sec. 3.) 

 
 B. In the event personal written notice cannot be made upon the owner or the owner 

is unknown or his whereabouts is unknown or if such owner is a non-resident of 
the state, a copy of the written notice shall be posted upon the premises, and the 
City Clerk or Recorder shall make an affidavit setting out the facts as to the 
unknown address or whereabouts of non-residence; and, thereupon, service by 
publication, as now provided  by Arkansas law against non-resident defendants, 
may be had.  An attorney ad litem shall be appointed to notify the defendant by 
registered letter addressed to his last known place of residence, if same can be 
found.  (Ord. No. 461, Sec. 4.) 
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C. In the event that the owner or lien holder neglects or refuses to remove, abate, or 

eliminate any condition after receiving the seven (7) days’ written notice provided 
for in subsection (A) of this section, and the city is required to correct any 
condition described in said notice, upon the completion of the correction work, 
the city shall hold a public hearing to determine the amount of any clean-up of 
court lien.  The property owner and lien holders shall be provided with thirty (30) 
days’ written notice of said public hearing.   (Ord. No. 461, Sec. 5.) 

 
D. Upon the determination of the lien amount at public hearing, the owner and lien 

holders shall be provided with written notice of the total amount of the clean-up 
lien, including administrative and filing costs.  (Ord. No. 461, Sec. 6.) 

 
 5.04.04 Clearance by city upon refusal by owner; costs   
 
 A. In the event the owner or lien holder of a lot or other real property within the 

corporate limits of the city neglects or refuses after having been given notice as 
required in 5.04.03 (A) and (B) above to comply with said notice within seven (7) 
days after service thereof, city shall do whatever is necessary to correct the 
condition and will charge the cost of the correction to the property owner and the 
city will claim a lien against the affected property pursuant to A.C.A.  14-54-901, 
et seq.  (Ord. No. 461, Sec. 7.) 

 
 B. All Arkansas-certified law enforcement officers, illegal dumps control officers 

licensed and certified in accordance with A.C.A. 8-6-905, and Code Enforcement 
Officers as defined by municipal ordinance shall be the appropriate enforcement 
agencies with authority to take possession of junk motor vehicles.  Any said 
enforcement agency has knowledge of, discovers, or finds any junk motor vehicle, 
said agency may take it into custody and possession.  (Ord. No. 461, Sec. 8.) 

 
 C. Provided, however, that before any junk motor vehicle is taken into custody and 

possession from private property, pursuant to A.C.A. 8-6-401, et seq. the private 
property owner and the owner of the motor vehicle, if ascertainable, shall be 
given thirty (30) days’ notice by registered or certified mail or seventy-two (72) 
hours’ notice by personal service that action will be taken pursuant to A.C.A. 8-6-
401 unless the motor vehicle is restored to a functional use, disposed of by the 
owner in a manner not prohibited by law, or placed in an enclosed building.  (Ord. 
No. 461, Sec. 9.) 

 
 D. The enforcement agency which takes into custody and possession any junk motor 

vehicle shall, within thirty (30) days after taking custody and possession thereof, 
notify the last known registered owner of the motor vehicle and all lien holders of 
record that the motor vehicle has been taken into custody and possession.  Said  
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  notice shall be by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested and 

conform to the standards set out in A.C.A. 8-6-401, et seq.  (Ord. No. 461, Sec. 
10.) 

 
 E. If the identity of the last registered owner of the junk motor vehicle cannot be 

determined, if the certificate of registration or certificate of title contains no 
address for the owner, or if it is impossible to determine with reasonable certainty 
the identity and addresses of all lien holders, then notice shall be published in a 
newspaper of countywide circulation in the county wherein the motor vehicle was 
located at the time the enforcement agency took custody and possession of the 
vehicle.  Said notice shall be published within thirty (30) days after the motor 
vehicle is taken into custody and possession.  The notice shall have the same 
contents required as the notice described in 5.04.04(D), except that the ten-day 
period shall run from the date such notice is published as prescribed.  (Ord. No. 
461, Sec. 11.) 

 
 5.04.05 Imminent health or safety hazard 
 
 A. Whenever a real and imminent health or safety hazard stemming from a condition 

or thing described in 5.04.02 exists and it is determined that the notice provisions 
provided for in 5.04.03 (A) and (B) cannot be complied with without jeopardizing 
the health and safety of the community, the city shall give notice as is practical 
under the circumstances to the affected property owner (real and personal).  If the 
property owner does not act immediately to correct the condition or thing 
complained of, the city shall,  pursuant to A.C.A.  14-54-103, do whatever is 
necessary to abate the hazard stemming from the condition or thing. (Ord. No. 
166, Sec. 2.) 

 
 B. The initial determination of what condition or thing constitutes a real and 

imminent health or safety hazard must be made by at least two of the following 
individuals: The Mayor, Health Officer, Fire Chief, Assistant Fire Chief, City 
Inspector.  It is not necessary that all of the named individuals participate in the 
determination. 

 
 C. Provided further, however, that upon written application of two or more of the 

individuals described in 5.05.05 (B), the City Attorney is authorized to 
immediately seek a temporary restraining order or preliminary injunction 
regarding the condition or thing complained of.  (Ord. No. 141, Sec. 5.) 

 
 5.04.06 Punishment  
 
 A. Any violation of this ordinance shall be deemed a misdemeanor and punishable 

by a fine of up to Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for any one specified offense or  
  violation, or double that sum for each repetition of such offense or violation.  If  
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  the violation is, in its nature, continuous with respect to time, the fine for allowing 

the continuance thereof shall not exceed Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for 
each day that it may be unlawfully continued. 

 
 B. When a fine shall be imposed for the violation of this ordinance and it is not paid, 

the party convicted shall, by order of the Mayor or other proper authority or on 
process issued for the purpose, be committed to jail until the fine and costs of 
prosecution shall be paid, or the party discharged by due course of law.  Any 
person convicted of a repeated and willful violation of any ordinance, who shall 
refuse or neglect to pay the fine imposed and the cost of prosecution, by like order 
or process, shall be imprisoned and kept in confinement for any term not 
exceeding thirty (30) days.  (Ord. No. 461, Sec. 12.) 

 
  
 

CHAPTER 5.08 
 

SEPTIC TANKS 
 
Sections: 
 
 5.08.01 Water Superintendent shall be inspector 
 5.08.02  Overflows unlawful 
 
 5.08.01 Water Superintendent shall be inspector.  The Water Superintendent shall be the 
inspector, and shall regulate the erection, building and maintenance of all septic tanks now in use 
or to be put in use in the city and it shall be the duty of any person intending to build or erect a 
septic tank within the city limits to first make application to the Water Department 
Superintendent.  It shall be the duty of the inspector to see that such septic tank shall be in 
conformity with the recommendations of the State Board of Health. 
 
 5.08.02 Overflows unlawful.  It shall be unlawful to allow a septic tank to overflow or 
drain on the surface of the ground or in any street or ditch within the city. 
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CHAPTER 5.12 
 

LITTERING 
 
 
Sections: 
 
 5.12.01 Littering illegal 
 
 5.12.01 Littering illegal.  It shall be unlawful for any person to place, dispose, or 
otherwise permit to be located upon, in, on, or about any public street, sidewalk, alley or public 
thoroughfare or any private or public property adjacent thereto, any litter, refuse or debris. 
 
 

CHAPTER 5.16 
 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 
 
 

Sections: 
 5.16.01 Definitions  
 5.16.02 Mandatory City Collection Service  
 5.16.03 Service charges  
 5.16.04 Containers generally  
 5.16.05 Maintenance of containers  
 5.16.06 Collection of loose refuse not required  
 5.16.07 Disposal of harmful wastes  
 5.16.08 Authorized and unauthorized actions; Violation and Penalty  
 5.16.09 Unauthorized dumping or accumulation  
 5.16.10 Permit Required  
 5.16.11 Application  
 5.16.12 Permit issuance, expiration and renewal  
 5.16.13 Revocation or suspension 
  
 5.16.01 Definitions he following terms shall have the meanings given herein, except 
where the context clearly indicates a different meaning. 
 
 Applicant is any person seeking permit. 
 
 City is the City of Pea Ridge, Arkansas. 
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 Commercial refuse means and includes any refuse generated as a byproduct of any 
commercial and industrial operation.  
 
 Permittee is any entity granted a solid waste collection permit by the city. The city 
reserves the right to limit the number of permittees to one single solid waste provider for 
residential and commercial pick up services.  
 
 Person is any individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company, or 
organization of any kind. 
  
 Refuse means any and all garbage, trash, rubbish and debris of any nature, including; 
without limitation, food waste; rejected animal matter and carcasses; rejected vegetable matter 
(whether or not intended for or resulting from the preparation of food); paper, cardboard or paper 
products; styrofoams, plastics or other petrochemical byproducts; clothing; grass; leaves; ashes; 
tin cans or other metal products; glass bottles; limbs or wood scrap (exceeding one inch in width 
or diameter and six inches in length); and solid waste of any nature whatsoever.  
 
 Residential refuse means and includes any refuse generated by occupants of houses, 
buildings and premises used exclusively for residential purposes.  
 
 Solid Waste means all discarded waste materials, in solid or semi-solid form, including, 
but not limited to, garbage, rubbish, household trash, yard trash, business trash, building 
materials, industrial waste, refuse, brush, ashes and hazardous waste. 
 
 Street Superintendent is the City Street Superintendent of the city.  
 
 System means the city's solid waste management system. (Ord. No. 90, Sec. 1; Ord. No. 
694, Sec. 1) 
 
 5.16.02 Mandatory City Collection Service  All structures in the city in which persons 
reside or where any business, industrial, commercial or other enterprise is operated shall use the 
refuse pick up services provided for by this chapter and pay the charges specified by this chapter 
for such services. (Ord. No. 694, Sec. 1) 
 
 5.16.03 Service charges  
 

A. The service rates and charges for the solid waste system shall be as established by 
the city council from time to time. 
 

B. Service charge policies 
 
1. None of the services of the system shall be furnished without a charge 

being made therefor, except that the city may perform free cleanup  
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services on a nonregular basis in connection with general city-wide 
cleanup campaigns at such times and under such conditions as shall be 
authorized by the city council. 

 
2. The monthly charge prescribed by this section shall be imposed upon the 

owners or occupants of all improved property within the city limits, 
without regard to whether services of the system are actually being 
utilized. Vacant unoccupied property not actually using the services of the 
system shall not be subject to a charge, but the burden of showing vacancy 
and nonuse shall rest on the owner of the property. Residential and 
commercial users with containers two (2) yards or larger, located in 
commercial and multi-family zones, may share services. 

 
3. All bills will be rendered monthly on the same statement as the water and 

sewer bill. All customers not receiving water and sewer statements shall 
be billed on separate statements. 

 
4. Any customer who shall fail or refuse to pay all water, sewer and system 

charges within the time now provided for the payment of the water and 
sewer charges shall be deemed to be delinquent and the city may cause all 
of such utility services and system services to be discontinued as now 
provided for the discontinuance of utility services for nonpayment. 

 
5. No further water, sewer or system services shall be rendered to a 

delinquent customer until the past due charges have been paid in full and 
the required deposits made. 

 
6. When any delinquent customer shall leave the premises to which such past 

due charges are applicable, such customer shall not be furnished any 
utility or system services at any other premises until all of the past due 
charges have been paid in full. (Ord. No. 694, Sec. 1) 

 
 5.16.04 Containers generally  
 

A. Required. Every residential and commercial user shall utilize a container or bag 
furnished by the city or its franchisee. 
 

B. Location. Containers and bags shall be placed at the front, rear or side of the 
property on pick up dates and at the time specified by the director. (Ord. No. 694, 
Sec. 1) 

 
 5.16.05 Maintenance of containers All containers for refuse and recycling shall be kept in 
a clean and sanitary condition and area being used prior to placement for collection. (Ord. No. 
694, Sec. 1)                                                           45.1 
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 5.16.06 Collection of loose refuse not required Pickup crews shall not be required to pick 
up any loose refuse, except that caused by their own negligence. (Ord. No. 694, Sec. 1) 
 
 5.16.07 Disposal of harmful wastes All waste materials, such as pesticides, acids, 
caustics, pathological waste, radioactive materials, ammunition, explosive materials, similar 
chemical and harmful wastes which require special handling and disposal to protect and conserve 
the environment and disposal equipment shall be disposed of as provided by the regulations of 
the agencies of the United States, the state or the city pertaining thereto. (Ord. No. 694, Sec. 1) 
  
 5.16.08 Authorized and unauthorized actions; Violation and Penalty   
 
 A. No pickups or hauling of refuse shall be made except by city-owned or authorized 

vehicles. Authorized vehicles shall be those as to which the owner has a written 
contract with the city.  

 
 B.  It shall be unlawful for any person, other than one legally authorized to do so, to 

remove, displace, injure, deface, destroy, uncover or in any manner move or 
disturb any solid waste receptacle or in any manner withdraw or disturb any part 
or portion of the contents thereof.  

 
 C. Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined in any sum not to exceed 
$100.00 and each day's violation shall constitute a separate offense. (Ord. No. 
694, Sec. 1}  

 
 5.16.09 Unauthorized dumping or accumulations No person shall dump or allow to 
accumulate, either directly or through an employee, agent or licensee, any refuse in or upon any 
street, sidewalk, park or other public place, vacant lot or other vacant space, or in or upon any 
premises, waterway, drainage basin or sewer within the city, except city-owned transfer or 
disposal facilities in accordance with the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 694, Sec. 1) 
 
 5.16.10 Permit Required  
 
 A.  It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in or operate a solid waste collection 

service within the corporate limits of the city without a permit properly issued by 
the city.  

 
 B.  It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in or operate a solid waste collection 

service within the corporate limits of the city without a business permit properly 
issued by the city as provided in Title 4 of the Pea Ridge Municipal Code. 

 
C. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in or operate a solid waste collection 

service within the incorporated limits of the city without a proper permit issue for  
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solid waste collection by the Benton County Solid Waste District. (Ord. No. 473, 
Sec. 1; Ord. No. 694, Sec. 1)  
 

 5.16.11 Application An applicant for a permit hereunder shall file with the Street 
Superintendent an application disclosing and stating the following: 
 
 A. Name, address and contact information. 
 
 B. A plan showing the collection routes, frequency of collection, which shall be at 

least once every seven (7) days, and the rates for service, which must be at or 
below the maximum rates approved by the city.  

 
 C.  Proof of insurance for property damage and personal injury in the minimum 

amounts established by the council. (Ord. No. 463, Sec. l; Ord. No. 694, Sec. 1) 
 
 5.16.12 Permit issuance, expiration and renewal Permits issued shall be valid until 
December 31 of each calendar year. (Ord. No. 90, Sec. 4; Ord. No. 694, Sec. 1)  
 
 5.16.13 Revocation or suspension Any permits issue hereunder shall automatically be 
suspended upon the conviction of any permittee who shall be convicted for a violation of this 
ordinance by the Pea Ridge City Court. Applications for reinstatement shall be reviewed and 
acted upon by the City Council. The City Council, by majority vote, shall have the power to 
suspend or revoke any permit holder providing unsatisfactory services, and set requirements for 
reinstatement. (Ord. No. 90, Sec. 4; Ord. No. 694: Sec. 1) 
  
 
 

CHAPTER 5.20 
 

OPEN BURNING 
 

Sections: 
 
 5.20.01 Repeal 
 5.20.02 Violations 
 5.20.03 Operation of incinerators 
 5.20.04 Emission of particulate matter from open burning 
 5.20.05 Burn permits 
 5.20.06 Appeal 
 
 5.20.01 Repeal Ordinances 168 and 203 are hereby repealed.  (Ord. No. 252, Sec. 1.) 
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 5.20.02 Violations.  Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, be fined in an amount not to exceed 
$500.00. For each day the violation continues, the person shall be deemed guilty of a new 
violation with the fine not to exceed $500.00 per day. (Ord. No. 252, Sec. 2.) 
 
 5.20.03 Operation of incinerators.  No person shall cause or permit the operation of an 
incinerator within the City unless the incinerator shall comply with all provisions of the Arkansas 
Water and Air Pollution Control Acts and shall have been inspected and certified for operation 
by the Department of Pollution Control and Ecology. (Ord. No. 252, Sec. 3.) 
 

5.20.04  Emission of particulate matter from open burning 
 
 A. No person shall cause or permit the open burning of refuse, garbage, trade waste  
  or other waste material or shall conduct a salvage operation by open burning. 
 
 B. The provisions of Subsection A of this section shall not apply to the following  
  activities: 
 
  1. Agricultural operations in the growing or harvesting of crops and the  
   raising of fowl or animals; 
 
  2. Use of equipment in agricultural operations in the growing of crops or the  
   raising of fowl or animals; 
 
  3. Barbecue equipment or outdoor fireplaces used in connection with any  
   residence; 
 
  4. Land clearing operations or land grading; 
 
  5. Road construction operations and the use of mobile and portable 
   equipment and machinery incident thereto; 
 
  6. Incinerators and heating equipment in, or used in connection with,   
   residences used exclusively as dwellings for not more than four families; 
 

7. Fires set or permitted by any public officer, board, council, or commission 
when the fire is set or permission to burn is given in that performance of 
the duty of the officer for the purpose of weed abatement, the prevention 
or elimination of a fire hazard, or the instruction of employees in the 
methods of fire fighting, which is necessary in the opinion of the officer,  
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or from fires set pursuant to permit for the purpose of instruction of 
employees of private industrial concerns in methods of fire fighting, or for 
civil defense instruction. 

 
  8. Controlled fires used for purposes of forest and wildlife management 

provided that such fires are set and burned under direction or supervision 
of either the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, the U.S. Forestry 
Commission, or the Arkansas Forestry Commission. 

 
  9. Smokeless flares or safety flares from the combustion of waste gases, 

provided that all other applicable provisions of this Ordinance are 
complied with.  (Ord. No. 252, Sec. 4.) 

 
  10. Open fires used at a construction site only for the purpose of warming 

persons on the site during cold weather.  Such fires must be confined 
within a non-flammable container that  shall not exceed thirty (30) inches 
in width and thirty (30) inches in length.  Only untreated wood and wood 
products shall be used as fuel.  (Ord. No. 557, Sec. 2.) 

 
 C. All persons desiring to burn pursuant to the provisions of Subsection B of this 

section must obtain a permit as provided in 5.20.05 hereof. (Ord. No. 252, Sec. 4.) 
 
 D. The open burning of yard waste is discouraged. 
 
  1. Yard waste shall include grass clippings, leaves, trimmings, branches, 

weeds, or other similar vegetative materials that are unprocessed and 
untreated. 

  2. The open burning of yard waste originating from said property may be 
allowed upon the issuance of a permit according to 5.20.05 of this code. 
However, no such permit shall be issued unless the yard waste is located 
on a property that is not eligible for yard waste removal service, or the 
circumstances dictate that the use of such removal services would be 
unreasonable. (Ord. No. 557, Sec. 3; Ord. No. 933, Sec. 1) 

 
 E. Fire pits may be used for recreational, ceremonial, or cooking purposes without a 

burn permit when no active burn ban is in effect. However, only untreated wood, 
wood products, and other products designed for such use may be used as fuel. 

 
1. Fire pit shall mean a pit dug into the ground or a freestanding vessel, 

whether manufactured or constructed, in which a contained outdoor fire is 
made. A fire pit shall not exceed six (6) feet in diameter (outside to 
outside measurement), must be used in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions (if any), and shall not be used within fifteen 
(15) feet of any structure or flammable material(s). 
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2. Each fire pit shall comply with all regulations established by the Fire 

Department before its use is permitted under this code.  
 
3. The Fire Department shall promulgate such rules and regulations as are 

deemed necessary and appropriate for control and monitoring of fire pit 
use. A copy of such rules and regulations shall be filed with the City 
Clerk. (Ord. No. 557, Sec. 4; Ord. No. 933, Sec. 2) 

 
 5.20.05  Burn permits 
 
 1. Open burning within the city limits shall require permission from the Pea Ridge 

Fire Department. 
 
  a. Permission may be obtained free of charge via telephone from Benton 

County Office of Emergency Communication (479) 451-8220. 
 
  b. Said permission will only be valid on the date it is given, and all burning 

on any other dates will require renewed permission. 
 
  c. Permission for open burning may be withdrawn if an offense is caused to 

neighbors or an unexpected hazard or risk results from the burning, such 
as a fire spread hazard, unexpected wind speed increase, smoke blowing 
across a highway or road, or other threat to the welfare of personnel. 

 
  d. Permission shall not be granted during an issued burn ban. 
 
 2. Burning of allowed material cannot be located closer than fifty feet (50’) from 

any structure or combustible appurtenance or materials in a pile no larger than 
three feet (3’) in diameter and two feet in height (2’) and no closer than twenty-
five feet (25’) from any structure or combustible appurtenance. 

 
 3. All burning must be attended by a responsible person for the duration of the fire. 
 
 4. A means of extinguishing the fire must be available. 
 
 5. Open burning must be completed or extinguished by nightfall. 
 
 6. The Fire Department is authorized to issue city wide burn bans during any time 

deemed to be unusually hazardous for burning due to atmospheric conditions or 
local circumstance. 

 
 7. Special circumstances requiring any deviation from this ordinance will be at the 

discretion of the Fire Chief or designee. (Ord. No. 933, Sec. 4) 
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 5.20.06 Appeal Whenever the Fire Chief shall disapprove an application or refuse to 
grant a permit applied for, or when it is claimed that the provisions of this ordinance do not apply 
or that the true intent and meaning of the ordinance have been misconstrued, the applicant may 
appeal to the City Council from the decision of the Fire Chief within thirty (30) days from the 
date of the decisions.  (Ord. No. 252, Sec. 6.) 
 

CHAPTER 5.24 
 

TRASH CONTAINMENT AND DISPOSAL 
 
 

Sections: 
 
 5.24.01 Containment and disposal 
 5.24.02 Penalties 
 
 5.24.01  Containment and disposal  All owners, contractors and developers of lots or 
other real estate within the city limits of the city of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, are required to properly 
contain, remove and dispose of all brush, limbs, leaves, logs, metal, plastic, chipboard and paper 
containers, trash, garbage, rubbish, debris, waste building materials and building rubbish upon 
the property.  Absolutely no burying or filling of construction debris, i.e., bricks, blocks, cement, 
wood, plastics or metals shall be allowed.  Only proper fill, approved by the city of Pea Ridge 
Inspection Division, shall be used.  (Ord. No. 408, Sec. 1.) 

 
 5.24.02  Penalties  Any persons, firm, or corporation found guilty of violating 5.24.01 of 
this chapter shall be subject to a fine not greater than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for any 
one, specified offense, or violation of such section, or double the sum for each repetition of such 
offense or violation.  If the thing prohibited or rendered unlawful is, in its nature, continuous in 
respect to time, the fine or penalty for allowing the continuance thereof in violation of this 
ordinance, shall not exceed Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for each day that the same may 
be unlawfully continued.  (Ord. No. 408, Sec. 2.) 
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